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A Minute with
Madeline

Summer Full of Service!

     Summer is a great time to get outside, go on vacation, and prepare for the fair! Summer is also a
great time to get out in your community to help neighbors in need. We all know the part of the 4-H
pledge “I pledge my hands to greater service.” Living out this part of the 4-H pledge doesn’t stop just
because the fun of summer begins.

     More youth (59%) than adults (49%) are volunteering in their communities annually, according to
University of Nebraska – Lincoln Extension. These numbers show just how important the service hours
of our youth are to communities around the country. According to University of Nevada, Reno
Extension, the benefits of volunteering to youth include: “Learning to respect others; learning to be
helpful and kind; learning to understand people who are different; developing leadership skills,
becoming more patient, and better understanding of citizenship.” 

Here is a list of places to consider serving this summer:

Meals on Wheels
Senior centers
Local hospitals
Concession stands at local events
Red Cross
Local museums
And so many more!

*Continued on the next page

https://www.ksre.k-state.edu/


A Minute with Madeline Cont.

If you are someone with youth in your life and want to encourage them to volunteer in their community this
summer, follow these tips from University of Nebraska – Lincoln Extension!

Provide youth with information about volunteer opportunities. One of the top reasons that youth do not
volunteer is very simple — they do not have the information about opportunities. Parents and involved
adults should help youth find opportunities in their own communities, schools, local organizations and
churches. It might just take a few phone calls, visits to volunteer sites, or even searches on the internet to
receive more information. Adults should also help youth consider their choices. This includes studying
available information to make sure that the activities are safe, lead by competent people, that experiences
offered are engaging, and that activities are well organized.
Invite/Ask/Encourage youth to volunteer. After finding information about volunteer opportunities, it is also
important to invite the youth to volunteer, or to directly communicate expectations for service to others.
Many youth report that they did not think of volunteering because nobody ever asked them.
Help youth work through practical barriers. Go through the practical issues and logistics of how the
child/youth could actually volunteer. Help them think about and work through issues such as scheduling,
transportation, how to put in an application (if there is one), and other steps entailed in volunteering. For
instance, the top reason youth do not volunteer is lack of time. Parents can help youth structure their time
better, and consider the amount of time they might want to commit to volunteer work.
Help youth find an opportunity that fits his or her interest/skills. Many youth drop out of volunteering
because the activity is too hard, too easy or simply uninteresting. There are a host of opportunities that can
match each person’s interests and skills. Consider whether the potential volunteer enjoys face-to-face
interactions (e.g., mentoring) or solitary activities (e.g., community gardening). Also, try to help youth find
volunteer opportunities that are age-appropriate.
Alert youth to the rewards of volunteering. While the essence of volunteering is really to provide service
without rewards, there are some tangible benefits that youth can get out of volunteering. Alert youth to
these practical benefits. For instance, point out to youth that they can gain skills that might improve their
marketability, and that volunteer activities enhance their resume. These benefits might make them more
attractive to future employers or colleges. Many schools also have service learning components, so youth
might actually get school credit for their services.
Be a role model. It goes without saying that parents and other adults can encourage youth to volunteer by
being volunteers themselves. Getting youth to volunteer is more effective if the person asking sets a good
example. If the person asking is a volunteer or volunteered in the past, youth are more encouraged to
volunteer.
Make it a family event. Parents are always looking for ways to have family time, and to find activities that the
whole family can do together. Finding a volunteer activity, or even starting their own, could be a great
opportunity for a family to be involved in something together. Perhaps a family can think of something to do
each month to help others. 



To-Do

Check in with project leaders to ensure they
are on task and holding meetings
Check club mailbox at the Extension Office
Return any extra club Fair Books to the
Extension Office
Help 4-Her’s plan and prepare projects for
the fair
Make sure 4-H Council report is given to the
club
Check out the Kansas 4-H Club Resources
page HERE

Leader’s Lounge

Encourage 4-H’ers to invite their
friends to attend a meeting
Ask your 4-H parents to encourage
others to get involved

Read the 4-H Newsletter and mark
important dates on the calendar
Review highlights from the 4-H
Newsletter at your club meeting
4-H/FFA division rules for county fair
(available HERE)

Review

June Check-Up

Promote/Recruit

Club participation at the County Fair
Encourage your local community to
come out to the fair!
4-H Camp at Rock Springs 4-H Camp

Remember
Make it a fun and rewarding year!
Pre-entries for the county fair open on June 1st
(ALL projects require pre-entry) 
Pre-entries CLOSE June 24th at 11:59 p.m.
2 meeting Project Auction requirement deadline
July 15th

https://www.kansas4-h.org/resources/leader-resources/clubcorner/index.html
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4hfair/


Important Dates and Deadlines

*See the full 2023-2024 Calander HERE*

June
June 1st: Pre-entries open for the Butler
County Fair (ALL projects require pre-
entry)
June/July: 4-H Comp Sessions, Rock
Springs Ranch
June 5th: 4-H Council Meeting
June 5th: Last Day to Order Small
Livestock DNA Envelopes
June 5th-7th: Discovery Days
June 13th: Breeding Animal Tagging
Deadline
June 13th: Dairy Cattle ID paperwork Due
into the Extension Office
June 14th-16th: Geology Field Trip
June 15th: Small Livestock and
Commercial Heifer State Nominations Due
Online and DNA Postmarked
June 15th:  Animal Registration Papers in
Exhibitor’s Name
June 15th: YQCA Deadline for the Kansas
State Fair and the Kansas Junior Livestock
Show
June 18th: 4-H Ambassador Day Camp
June 20th-22nd: Kansas All Breeds Junior
Dairy Show - Salina, KS
June 21st-22nd: Insect Spectacular, Hays
June 24th: Pre-entry Deadline for the
Butler County Fair
June 25th: South East 4-H Challenge Day
June 27th: South East 4-H Animal Science
Challenge Day

July
July 1st: Superintendent Meeting
July 4th: Extension Office Closed
July 6th: Butler County Fair Fashion Revue
July 12tth: Club Quarterly Report Due
July 13th: Butler County Fair Horse Show
July 15th: Butler County Fair Auction Meeting   

                Requirement Deadline
July 15th-26th: Extension Office Hours 8 am-
5 pm
July 18th-23rd: Butler County Fair
July 22nd-August 7th: State Fair Entries
Accepted at the Extension Office
July 25th-26th: Extension Office Closed

August

August 7th: State Fair Entries Due to the
Extension Office
August 12th: State 4-H Wheat Expo,
Manhattan
August 10th: State 4-H Horticulture
Judging Contest
August 31st: Kansas State Fair Dog Show,
Hutchinson
August TBA: State 4-H Livestock
Sweepstakes

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/Events.html


4-Step State Nomination Process:
1. Purchase Official DNA Envelopes. Only DNA envelopes ordered after 2022 will be accepted.
2. Enter Animal & Exhibitor Data through Online System (ShoWorks) by Nomination Deadline.
3. Mail Completed DNA Envelopes & Copy of Online Submission Receipt by Nomination Deadline.
4. Online Approval by Extension Agents (4-H) & FFA Advisors (FFA).
*Nomination Only Makes Animals Eligible - A complete nomination does NOT constitute show 
entry. Nominations make market animals or commercial breeding females eligible to be entered 
and shown in the Kansas State Fair Grand Drive and/or KJLS. After completing the nomination 
process, exhibitors must submit show entries, and pay the affiliated entry fees, directly through each show's entry link by the
entry deadline to participate.
**Resources - ALL families are encouraged to use the Rookie Guide and specie checklists!
***First Steps - Exhibitors need to have completed their YQCA training for 2024 and downloaded their certificate before
beginning the nomination process. Families should also locate their KSU Family Name and Nomination # before logging in to
ShoWorks.
*ALL SUBMISSIONS MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY OFFICIAL DNA HAIR SAMPLE ENVELOPES (PURCHASED IN 2022 OR
2023).*

Mail completed and signed DNA envelopes and copy of ShoWorks receipt listing nominated animals to:
Kansas State University
c/o State 4-H/FFA Shows
ATTN: Lexie Hayes
214 Weber Hall
1424 Claflin Road
Manhattan, KS 66506-0202

State Livestock Nomination

Information

The state livestock nomination season has arrived! In 2022, we transitioned to an online nomination system,
which will continue. 

It is going to be IMPERATIVE for you to plan ahead! You will not be able to wait until the last minute and
successfully complete the nomination process.

Moving to an online system helped streamline the process from nomination, to entry, through participation in the
state shows. Both steps will continue to be required – complete nomination and show entry. Additionally, the
deadlines have not changed and will continue to be enforced. You will have to submit your information online,
through ShoWorks, and postmark your completed and signed DNA envelopes by the appropriate date. Then, after
your nominations are complete and have been verified, you’ll submit your official show entries directly through the
specific show in which you would like to participate – the Kansas State Fair Grand Drive and/or KJLS. 

All state nomination information can be found HERE.

https://www.asi.k-state.edu/extension/youth-programs/nominated-livestock/


4-H/FFA Butler County Fair
Pre-Entry Letter



4-H/FFA Butler County Fair
Pre-Entry Tip Sheet



2024 Butler County Fair

July 18th - 22nd, 2024
July 23rd Clean up and 

release of exhibits

Pre-Entries are required for all 4-H/FFA
projects
Cloverbuds will only need to pre-enter if
participating in Fashion Revue
Butler County will be using FairEntry
once again this year for pre-entries
Make sure you receive your
confirmation e-mail!

Pre-Entries

Fair Dates

Important 2024 Deadlines

 June 1st: Pre-Entries Open
June 13th: Dairy Heifers/Cow ID Deadline*
June 13: Breeding Animal Tagging Deadline*
June 15th: Livestock Registration Paper
Deadline*
June 24th: Pre-Entries Close at 12 a.m.
July 15th: 4-H Meeting Requirement Deadline

                  
 *See Animal Tagging Guidelines chart HERE

Fair Rules
The 2024 4-H/FFA Rulebook has been
posted on our website at 

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4hfair/

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/Animal%20Tagging%20flo-table1.pdf
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4hfair/


2024 Butler County Fair Updates

Educational Exhibits
Veterinary Science Project
Wildlife Project

Buymanship
Is now “Shopping In Style”
Included educational exhibits

Project Auction
“The Butler County fairboard has approved to align the Butler
County Fair auction with that of the new K-State 4-H rules. The
Butler County Fair auction will allow auction items to go on to
show at the State Fair and KJLS.”

New for 2024



Club News

North Butler May
The North Butler 4-H Club’s monthly meeting was held on May 6, 2024 via
Zoom due to the stormy weather. The meeting was called to order by Vice
President, Cora B. Julia A. led the “Pledge of Allegiance” and Ella A. led the
“4-H Pledge”. Roll call was “My favorite candy is” and was answered by 12
members. Treasure’s report was given by Ella A. and the reporter’s report

was given by Julia A. There was no old or new business. During the
leader’s report, Debora Classen remined the club that if you want to be in

the fair, members need to have YQCA completed by May 30. Also, she
reminded the members that there is a 4-H Council meeting on June 3. The

club then sang “Happy Birthday” to Ella A. and Anna K. Meeting was
adjourned. The program began with Maya K. leading us in a song called
“The First Grasshopper.” Next, a project talk by Hope M. was given over
art, as she showed us her drawings. A second project talk was given by

Harley M., as she talked about her steer and cows. A third project talk was
by Maggie G., who showed us her crafts of rubber band bracelets and

fidgets. Lastly, Rustin did a demonstration on “How to make protein balls.”
The next meeting will be June 10, 2024 at Emmaus Church. 

-Julia A., North Butler 4-H Club Reporter

North Butler April
 The North Butler 4-H Club’s monthly meeting was held on April 8, 2024 at Emmaus Church. This meeting was our

exchange meeting with the Towanda Rustlers. Towanda Rustlers did their business meeting first. Then, North
Butler’s meeting was called to order by President, Caleb K. Roll call was answered by saying “One place you have

gone to for vacation is”. This was answered by 13 members. Minutes were read by secretary Hope M. and
Treasure’s report was given by Ella A. Julia A. gave the reporter’s report. In the leader’s report, Debora Claassen

reminded everyone that the last day to sign up to add/drop projects for the fair was May 1st and upcoming
paperwork deadlines. The club then sang “Happy Birthday” to Carson, Cora, Julia, and Kaira. The club also

welcomed new members, Wally and Corbin, to the North Butler 4-H Club. There was no old business. In new
business, the club voted to move the next meeting to May 6. Meeting was adjourned. To begin the program, Ella

A. did a project talk about “Different breeds of Cows.” Then, Towanda Rustler’s members read a K-State Bill
Synder short story and silly poem to both clubs. Refreshments were served by the Amend and Miller Families.  

-Julia A., North Butler 4-H Club Reporter 



Cally Miller
Hi, my name is Cally Miller! I was born and raised in Northern Butler

County. I am a proud graduate of the Circle High School class of 2023.
This fall, I will be a sophomore Butler Community College where I am a

member of the Livestock Judging Team. I have also been a part of
Butler County 4-H for the past 12 years! In my spare time, I enjoy

showing Hereford Cattle at the local, state and national level. Fishing is
also a favorite of mine! I am excited to be a summer intern this year! I
am looking forward to going to the different programming activities

throughout Butler County and getting to meet everyone! 

Jillian Foes.

Hello, my name is Jillian Foes! This is my second year as a Summer
Engagement Intern! This past May, I graduated from Emporia State

and in the fall I will begin my teaching career in Maize. I am very
excited to begin programming around the county this summer! We

have the opportunity to utilize some awesome curriculum this
summer, and I cannot wait to see all the kids that we’ll be able to

reach! 

Meet the Interns

If there is a youth member or volunteer that you would
like to recognize, please fill out this Google Form.

We are so excited to welcome two interns to our Butler County Extension Office for the
summer! This opportunity to have the interns is possible because of the Summer Engagement

Grant through Kansas 4-H and the Kansas Department of Education. Jillian and Cally will be
providing STEM, financial literacy, health and fitness, and other programs to youth aged 5

years old to 18 years old throughout Butler County. Contact the Extension Office if you are
interested in their summer programs!

https://forms.gle/FxVsszZUUpsEqwCh7


https://forms.gle/aFDSNGSoRSHCxtnm7

https://forms.gle/aFDSNGSoRSHCxtnm7







