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As the leaves fall and the air turns crisp, November brings a special time of year to reflect on our blessings
and the spirit of giving. In this season of gratitude, it’s important to take a moment to acknowledge the
heart and soul of our 4-H program: our incredible members and volunteers who dedicate their time and
energy to helping our youth and program thrive. Here are just a few reasons why I am so thankful for each
of you:

Passion and Commitment: Our members consistently demonstrate enthusiasm and dedication,
whether it’s through their projects, community service, or participation in events. Your eagerness to
learn and grow is what makes 4-H such a vibrant and dynamic program.
Leadership and Mentorship: Our volunteers are the backbone of 4-H. They generously share their time
and expertise, guiding our members and helping them develop essential life skills. Your mentorship
shapes the next generation of leaders, instilling values of responsibility, teamwork, and community
engagement.
Community Spirit: The sense of camaraderie and support among our 4-H families is truly inspiring.
Together, we create an inclusive environment where everyone feels valued and empowered. This spirit
of unity is vital to our success and enriches the lives of all involved.
Innovative Ideas: Our members bring fresh perspectives and creativity to the table. From new ideas
for their projects to innovative approaches to community service, your contributions help us evolve
and stay relevant in today’s world.
Positive Impact: The work you do extends beyond 4-H. By participating in service projects and
community outreach, you are making a lasting impact on those around you. Your efforts exemplify the
true meaning of giving back and inspire others to do the same.

As we reflect on these reasons, let’s carry this gratitude into our daily lives, remembering that together,
we are creating a brighter future for ourselves and our communities. Thank you for being an essential part
of the Butler County 4-H family!

K-State Research and Extension is an equal opportunity provider and
employer. www.ksre.ksu.edu

A Minute with Madeline

https://www.ksre.k-state.edu/


To-Do

Distribute copies of club program calendar or
club notebooks
Project Leaders conducting project meetings.
Check club mailbox at the Extension Office.
Identify and schedule meeting community
service committee
Plan holiday celebration
Begin discussion of 4-H Day plans
Check club’s progress toward goals.
Remind volunteers and 4-H’ers to enroll / re-
enroll in 4-H Online for the new 4-H year
Complete Officer Training with new Club
Officers
Notify Extension Office of new club leaders,
project leaders, and club officers.
Turn in Club Financial Review to the Extension
Office by 11:30 a.m. Friday, November 1st 
Check out the Kansas 4-H Club Resources page
HERE

Recognize those that submitted Record
Books and Pin Applications.
Distribute Achievement Celebration items
to those that were not able to attend.
Encourage 4-H’ers to invite their friends to
attend a meeting & join 4-H!
Ask your 4-H parents to encourage others
to get involved.

November Check-Up

Promote/Recruit
“Understanding Youth SPARKS” 4-H
Volunteer Training
Extension Office Christmas Donation Drive
4-H Days in February

Leader’s Lounge

Read the 4-H Newsletter and mark important
dates on the calendar
Review highlights from the 4-H Newsletter at
your club meeting

Review

Remember
Work with your co-leader!
4-H Families to get enrolled for the new 4-H year.
Make it a fun and rewarding year!
If your Club is planning to have a bake sale, fundraiser,
etc., please contact our office prior to doing so!

https://www.kansas4-h.org/resources/leader-resources/clubcorner/index.html


Important Dates and Deadlines

January
January 1: Office Closed
January 4-5: Kansas 4-H Youth
Leadership Council Orientation
Retreat - Rock Springs Ranch
January 10: Club Quarterly Report
Due
January 14: 4-H Council Meeting
January 27: YQCA Training

November
November 1: 4-H Club Financial
Reviews Due
November 9-10: Volunteer Shooting
Sports Update Only Training – Rock
Springs Ranch
November 11: Office Closed
November 15: 4-H & IFYE Outbound
Application Deadline
November 18: Kidding & Lambing
Workshop
November 18: 4-H Council 7:00 p.m.
November 20: Understanding Youth
SPARKS  4-H Volunteer Training
6:00 p.m.
November 23-24: Kansas Youth
Leadership Forum (KYLF) - Rock
Springs Ranch
November 23-24: Kansas
Association of 4-H Volunteers Forum
- Rock Springs Ranch
November 28-29: Office Closed
November 29-December 3: National
4-H Congress

*See the full 2024-2025 Calendar HERE*

December
December 7: The Elite Livestock Judging
Clinic and Contest - Tonganoxie
December 13: Christmas Donation Drive
Drop Off by 11:30 a.m.
December 25: Office Closed

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/Events.html
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Award Recipients 
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2025 Butler County YQCA

Information

Youth for the Quality Care of Animals (YQCA) is a national, multi-species quality assurance program
for youth ages 7 to 18. This program promotes food safety, animal well-being and character

development. With YQCA, you’ll discover what it takes to be an informed producer, consumer and
employee of the agriculture and food industries. 

YQCA is REQUIRED to be Eligible to Exhibit ALL ANIMAL EXHIBITS (Except Horses) at
the Butler County 4-H Fair. 

The YQCA Deadline for Participating in the 2025 Butler County 4-H Fair is
May 29th at 11:59 PM, 2025.
Youth are required to take YQCA in-person or online; if taken online, a
certificate of completion must be submitted to the Extension Office by
May 30th at 11:30 a.m.. You can find more information about YQCA HERE.

In person class dates:
Monday, January 27th
Tuesday, February 18th
Thursday, March 13th
Wednesday, April 9th
Wednesday, May 28th 

** All Classes will be held from 6:00-7:30 p.m. in the Community/4-H Building
(200 N. Griffith, El Dorado)

Frequently Asked YQCA Questions:
Is YQCA mandatory for all 4-H’ers?

       YQCA is required to show animals at the Butler County 4-H Fair, the Kansas State Fair, and the Kansas Junior Livestock 
       Show. 8-18 yr. olds must pass a web based or instructor led training. 7 year olds must attend an instructor led course.

How much does getting certified cost?
       The online module certification is $12, and the instructor-led training method of certification is $3.

Does the YQCA certification ID sync with 4-H online?
       Yes, you will sign in using your 4-H Online information.

I only show horses. Do I need to be YQCA certified?
       No. Right now, YQCA, is not required for 4-H Horse Project Members.

Do 4-H’ers need to update their YQCA certification number each year?
       Yes they do. Youth should re-certify around the same time they tested each year.

Do I need to register before class?
       Yes! You must register and pay online before attending an instructor-led class. You will also need to take the pre-test 
       before class.

Does Butler County 4-H get the registration money?
       No, all registration money is online and goes to YQCA.

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/YQCA.html
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The Kansas 4-H Horse ID Certificate (P1039) has been updated for
the 2025 4-H program year. Beginning with the 2025 4-H program

year, please use the new form and destroy previously used 4-H
Horse ID Certificates. As a reminder, to properly identify your

horse, complete the 4-H Horse ID Certificate, have your Extension
Agent sign it and copy it. A COPY of the Horse ID Certificate is kept
on file in the Extension Office and the 4-H Horse member maintains

the ORIGINAL certificate. The original certificate is presented by
the 4-H member to show staff for check-in at the local 4-H horse

shows. Beginning in 2025, registration papers WILL NOT be
accepted to identify horses for the 4-H Horse project. An example

of the Horse ID Certificate is available online.

Additionally, the 4-H Horse Show Rulebook (S133) is currently being
revised. It will be released in mid-October. This will not affect any
deadlines within the 4-H Horse project. Supplemental educational

materials will also be released throughout the year to assist 4-H
members, leaders and Extension staff with the 4-H Horse program.

2025 Horse ID Update

https://bookstore.ksre.ksu.edu/item/horse-identification-certificate_P1039
https://www.kansas4-h.org/projects/animal-science/horse/docs/SampleHorseID.pdf
https://www.kansas4-h.org/projects/animal-science/horse/docs/SampleHorseID.pdf


Kansas Youth Leadership
Forum

The Kansas Youth Leadership Forum will be November 23-24, 2024 at Rock
Springs 4-H Center. The Forum is for youth ages 14-18, as of January 1, 2024.

Registrations were due Monday, October 15, 2024. This event will include:
speakers, workshops, consulting groups and election of the State 4-H Council

and is a great opportunity for youth to build their leadership skills! Any
Kansas 4-H member between the ages of 14-18 by January 1, 2024 may apply
to be a council member. The duties of the Council Members include planning

the next Youth Leadership Forum and other events, and may include
assisting the State  4-H functions, working with 4-H public relations, and
speaking at local achievement program, forums, and other workshops or

conferences. Applications for the State 4-H Youth Council will be available in
the registration materials on the State 4-H website at www.kansas4h.org.

https://www.kansas4-h.org/


4Prepare For The New 4-H Year!

The new 4-H year will begin on October 1st, 2024! From hands-on exploration to
project-based skill building, young people thrive through participation in 4-H and find

their way to success in life and future careers. We are excited to offer over 35 projects,
ranging from Foods and Nutrition, to Robotics and Geology, to Livestock. There truly is
something for everyone! We focus on exploration, learning, and experiencing the world

around us through hands-on activities lead by our qualified volunteers and mentors.
Any Butler County youth ages 7 to 18 is eligible to join 4-H! Our learning pathways

support 21st century learning skills to help our youth grow and develop into
productive citizens within their community! I encourage you to visit our website:

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/ to learn how to enroll in 4-H!

4-H’ers

Try a new project! Find a list HERE
Invite a friend to a 4-H meeting!
Consider running for an office in your club!
Plan a presentation for a club meeting!

Parents

Don’t forget to enroll in 4-HOnline beginning October 1
Sign up to become a volunteer! Contact the Extension Office for more information
Verify that the family email address on file is the best for us to use to communicate with you
Encourage 4-H’ers in your family and club to try something new, such as a project or
presentation. Getting out of our comfort zone fosters growth!
Invite another family to a meeting or 4-H event to learn about our program

Quick Tips

State 4-H Projects—there have been some changes!! Please check the 4-H Project page and
watch enrollment carefully!! Make sure your 4-H’er gets enrolled in the right projects.
Clubs and Projects will not automatically populate when you reenroll. You will have to select
your club and all projects you want to enroll in. Years in project are supposed to automatically
populate when you reenroll in a project you were enrolled in the previous year.

       - If you have projects that you previously enrolled in, did not enroll in the 2023-2024 year, but 
         are reenrolling for the new year and need to know your 4-Her’s years in the project – please 
         give us a call and we can look up the years for you.
 

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/
https://www.kansas4-h.org/projects/


4-H Council Event
Scholarships

Did you know that the Butler County 4-H Council has event
scholarships available to all Butler County 4-H members?!

Scholarship Requirements: 

Any current 4-H member is eligible to apply
for a scholarship. 
4-H’ers are limited to 2 event scholarships
per 4-H year. 
Completed forms are to be submitted to the
Butler County Extension Office with event
payment prior to event registration deadline.

Scholarship Details: 

If you did not submit a KAP and pin application or
did not receive a pin within the past year for a $100
scholarship
Submitted a KAP and received a pin within the past
year for a $200 scholarship. Those that have
already received their 10-year pin are exempt from
pin requirement. 

You can find the scholarship application here:
https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/Scholarships.html 

You can find more Kansas 4-H State Event Opportunities here: https://www.kansas4-
h.org/events-activities/index.html 

https://www.butler.k-state.edu/4-h/Scholarships.html
https://www.kansas4-h.org/events-activities/index.html
https://www.kansas4-h.org/events-activities/index.html
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